14                    BIOGKAPHIA PHILOSOPHICA.

physicaUy educated hy lonely walks, work in the
manse garden or oaring in a boat; and with no
outside youthful companionship.

My earliest recollections go back to 1822. In
August of that year an English clergyman and
his wife visited the manse. I have now a distinct
mental picture of their arrival, an uncommon
event in that solitary region. They had come from
seeing George the Fourth keep Court at Holyrood.
Their report of the doings in the Scottish metro-
polis, prolonged in family talk, as of a great event,
exercised my fancy, and Edinburgh was pictured
as the New Jerusalem, and King George moving
about with a golden crown upon his head. A
visit of the Eev. Legh Eichmond, author of the
'Dairyman's Daughter/ is a more dimly remem-
bered incident, I think also in 1822.

A memory which belongs to the following year
is due to talk at the time about the murder of
"Weare, a London gentleman, by Thurtell, son of
an alderman in Norwich, under singular circum-
stances of treachery and atrocity, in Gill's Hill
lane in Hertfordshire. The particulars so affected
me that half a century afterwards I spent a
summer day in and around that Hertfordshireg individual tastes;
